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Hello Members! 
 
Memorial Day marked the unofficial start of summer, and we are gearing up for the second 
half of 2026! We hope you had the opportunity to enjoy our largest event of the year, the 
Arbutus Arts Festival. It was an amazing day for our community, and a special thank you goes 
out to our committee members who work all year long planning and organizing this incredible 
event. We are already looking forward to the 2027 Arbutus Arts Festival! 
 
This past weekend, we also held our Annual Beautification Day. Volunteers spent the morning 
and afternoon planting, trimming, mulching, and cleaning throughout our business district. Our 
volunteers truly rolled up their sleeves and worked hard to make our area beautiful, and we 
sincerely appreciate every person who gave their time to help. 
 
A special thank you also goes out to all of the sponsors who made Beautification Day possible 
through their generous donations. A full list of sponsors is above. Please consider stopping by 
their businesses and showing them a little extra support this month. Because of their 
generosity, we were able to make our business district beautiful and welcoming for our 
businesses, residents, and visitors alike. 
 
Our June Membership Breakfast will be held on June 24th at Martha’s Cafe — and WE WANT 
TO MEET YOU! Please make an effort to attend, even if you can only stop by for a few minutes. 
You get the most out of your membership by connecting with fellow members and the 
community. Come network, engage, share ideas, and help shape the remainder of 2026 with 
us. Your voice matters, but we can’t hear it if you aren’t speaking up. Come say hello! 
 
As always, we hope you have a successful and prosperous month in business. 
 
Sheena Herron 
Executive Director 
sheena@arbutus.org 
410-260-9949 – GABA Office 
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Corporate & Premium 

Plus Memberships 

 

Corporate 

UMBC 
1000 Hilltop Circle  
Baltimore, MD 21250 
(410) 455-1000 
 

Premium Plus 
All Things Air & Ice, LLC 
Eddie Watkins II 
1307-A Francis Avenue        
Halethorpe, Maryland 21227 
(443) 930-2203 
 
Ascension Saint Agnes Hospital 
Lisa Starkey 
900 South Caton Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21229 
(667) 234-2670 
 
Beltway Air Conditioning, Heating & 
Plumbing 
Ryan & Rebekah Grimes 
1587 Sulphur Spring Road, #109       
Halethorpe, Maryland 21227 
(410) 855-4822 
 
Fish Head Cantina 
Scott Fisher 
4802 Benson Avenue 
Halethorpe, Maryland 21227 
(410) 247-2474 
 
Peace of Mind Property 
Management LLC 
P. O. Box 1915  
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1915 
443-574-5131 
 
Rosedale Bank 
5424 Carville Avenue 
Halethorpe, MD 21227 
(410) 242-7451 
 
SERVPRO of Catonsville 
Melissa Brenner 
4030 Benson Avenue 
Halethorpe, MD 21227 
(410) 242-7370 
 
Shore United Bank 
Shanna Edwards 
1101 Maiden Choice Lane 
Baltimore, MD 21229 
(410) 242-1234 
(443) 709-8052 
 
Sorrento of Arbutus 
Harold Xecominos 
5401 East Drive 
Halethorpe, MD 21227 
(410) 242-6474 
 
Whalen Properties 
Steve Whalen & Tom Whelan 
2 West Rolling Crossroads 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
(410) 747-2900 
 

 

 

New Members 
- Candy Care Pediatric Dental 

- Digital Ledger Pro, LLC 

- Sign up a new member, get a free 

gift! 

 

 

 

 

 

- Taylor Properties 

- This could be you! 

2026 Dates are Nearly Filled 

The cost of advertising on the Arbutus Gateway Sign for 2026 is just $100! Time slots are 

filling quickly. 

If you are a Premium Plus Member and your membership includes dates on the Gateway Sign, 

please contact Sheena to secure those dates as soon as possible. All dates are first come, first 

serve.  

GABA members who would to like to promote an event or a special on the Gateway Sign, 

please send Sheena an email with your request and we will see if that date is open. The 

weekly rate for the sign is just $100. It is situated at the heavily traveled intersection of 

Southwestern Boulevard near the Arbutus Volunteer Fire Department. 

 

Please send your request to:  

sheena@arbutus.org or info@arbutus.org  

 

 

 

 

We welcome new members throughout the year! 
Find out more by contacting Sheena Herron, our 

Executive Director. 

 

 

mailto:sheena@arbutus.org
mailto:info@arbutus.org
mailto:sheena@arbutus.org
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Events – 2026   
June 
 
Fri., June 19, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Candy  Care Pediatric Dental – Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting 
1060  Maiden Choice Lane, Baltimore, 21229 
Welcome Candy Care Pediatric Dental to the GABA Family >>>>> 
 
Wed. June 24, 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 
Member Breakfast and Networking 
Martha’s Café , 5507 Oregon Avenue, Arbutus 
Catch up with other members, hear our plans for the next few 
months, and best of all – Breakfast from Martha’s! 
 
July 
 
Sat., July 4 – Independence Day in Arbutus 
Firecracker 10K, Soap Box Derby, Flag Raising, Parade 
Be a part of it all and commemorate the 250th Anniversary of the 
United States of America 
 
Visit our website for more information. 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.arbutus.org/
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Member Message – Kevin Armentrout – SERVPRO 
 

Somewhere along the way, I think we’ve lost sight of what service truly 

means. It’s not about doing more or offering extra—it’s about delivering 

exactly what the client expects, every single time. That consistency is what 

builds trust and turns you into a valued, go-to partner. 

 

When clients know they’ll get the same quality, the same experience, and the 

same outcome every time, they don’t have to second-guess. That’s where real 

value lives. 

 

A simple example: I stopped at Dunkin’ this morning and ordered my usual 

coffee—specific size, specific number of creams and sugars. It’s not random; 

it’s how I enjoy it, and I expect it to be consistent. Instead, I was given a larger 

size with the same amounts and told, “we can just add more.” 

 

But that misses the point. 

 

More isn’t better. Different isn’t better. Better is getting it right. 

 

It’s not just about the product—it’s about the experience. When that 

experience changes, even slightly, the value changes with it. 

 

Whether you’re serving a cup of coffee or delivering a critical service, the 

principle is the same: focus on quality, consistency, and meeting 

expectations—not exceeding them in ways that miss the mark. 

 
Let’s get back to what service is really about. 

mailto:KevinA@servpro1115.com
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Maryland and Baltimore County News 

 

Baltimore County Council District 

1 Updates 

Councilman Young and his staff are 

available to help with your County-

related constituent issues. Thursdays 

from noon until 5:00 p.m. are dedicated 

to appointments to address your 

concerns. Please reach out to the office to 

set up a telephone or in-person visit. 

Need to reach the Council Office? 

Councilman Pat Young 

E-mail 

council1@baltimorecountymd.gov 

District Office 

754 Frederick Road 

Catonsville, MD 21228 

410-887-0896 

410-887-1012 (fax) 

Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Towson Office 

400 Washington Ave. 

Towson, MD 21204 

410-887-3386 

410-887-5791 (fax) 

What’s Happening at Dewey Lowman American Legion Post #109  

 
American Legion Auxiliary Dewey Lowman Unit 109 held its annual awards ceremony recognizing participants in the 2026 Americanism Essay 
Contest on May 12. Awards were presented by Unit 109 Americanism Chair Linda Lohrfink to students from four local schools, including seven 
first-place winners, two second-place winners, and one third-place winner.  Sharon Knecht, District 4 President, presented District awards for 
first, second, and third place. Department of Maryland Americanism Chair Linda Sarkisian also presented Department of Maryland awards for 
first, second, and third place winners.  Next, awards were presented to four students who entered the 2026 Poppy Poster Contest by Unit 109 
Poppy Chair Paulette Bronis.  Lastly, the annual $2,000 college scholarship award was presented by acting Education Chair Carolyn Hyatt to 
Michael Queen, who will be attending The University of Alabama.  American Legion Auxiliary Dewey Lowman Unit 109 is proud to have the 
opportunity to present these awards again this year. 
 
For more information on all Post activities visit the website: https://americanlegionpost109.org/.  Election of Officers – June 16 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Baltimore County’s Department of Economic and Workforce Development 
invite you to Get to Know two Community Development Financial Institutions and 
discover how your organization can leverage business lending and initiatives to 
grow and thrive. 
Scan the QR code above or learn more and register here. 
 

 

Informational Session: Equitech Growth Fund - Crafting a 
Winning Proposal 

 
 
Technology firms seeking growth opportunities may be interested in participating in 
TEDCO’s Equitech Growth Fund. Grants for infrastructure and workforce 
development funding are open now and close on August 7. Priority industries 
include Entrepreneurship Development, STEAM Education, Advanced 
Manufacturing, Cybersecurity and IT Industry Workforce Development, Advanced 
Technology, Advanced Laboratory Space with consideration for proposals from 
Environmental and Energy Technology Aerospace and Defense, Smart Agriculture 

and Food Technology, Healthcare, Life Sciences, and Bioinformatics. 
 
An informational session is scheduled for June 11 and will offer presentations from 
Equitech awardees on how they crafted winning proposals. If you’re ready to take 
the next steps, register here. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Desktop/My%20Documents/ABPA-GABA.GCCC.LBPA/ABPA%20-%20GABA/2021/council1@baltimorecountymd.gov
https://americanlegionpost109.org/
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/edeefa6d-baca-4228-a4ab-fd26679e7b52@944fa9ba-8454-413d-b9e6-bf40af1d6a9b
https://www.tedcomd.com/funding/cultivate-maryland/equitech-growth-fund
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KQlrB0zhQcSKqxaulFdbYA#/registration
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Baltimore County Mega Networking – Northwest Chamber 

 

 

  

GABA in the Community 

 May 28 – Members of GABA, the Catonsville Chamber, and other business and chamber organizations across Baltimore County  

enjoyed networking at the Marriott at Metro Centre in Owings Mills.  

This event was hosted by the Northwest Chamber of Commerce and organized by Emily Winters, Executive Director. The county 

group meets monthly to plan events and share information of benefit to all of our members. 

 

 

 

Amber Craig, Epique Realty, Homes by Amber (3rd from 
left) represented GABA at the County Chamber Mega 
Networking Event. 

 

Members enjoy networking and noshing. 

 

 

 

 

https://northwestchambermd.com/


7 
 

 

  

Save the Date! 

 

Announcing the first 

annual GABA Golf 

Tournament 

Friday 

June 24th 

More information is 

coming soon – start 

putting (see what we 

did there?) your 

foursome together. 

Additional information 

coming soon… 

Public Information 

 

What is Insurance Fraud? 

 
Insurance fraud artists steal billions of dollars each year from hardworking 
Americans. According to the Coalition on Insurance Fraud, it is estimated 
that each household pays approximately $1,000 extra in insurance 
premiums each year to offset the cost of insurance fraud. 
Fraud takes many forms: completing a false document, making a false 
statement, an agent pockets a premium, selling unauthorized 
insurance, exaggerating a claim, making a fraudulent claim. These actions 
are illegal and happen every day by organized criminals and everyday 
people alike. 
Consumers are encouraged to report insurance fraud activities to the 
Maryland Insurance Administration's Insurance Fraud Division. You need 
not give your name.  
 

1. Call 1-800-846-4069  
2. Fax 410-347-5350  
3. Email: fraud_referrals.mia@maryland.gov 

4. Submit online 

 

 

Wilkens Police & Community 
Relations Organization 
We will see you August 4th for  
National Night Out at UMBC 

Arbutus Town Hall 
1349 Stevens Avenue 

7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Get up-to-date information on public safety 

issues in the 1st Precinct at the monthly      
WPCRO meeting. 

 
For WPCRO information, contact Otis Collins, 

President: 410-247-6792 or 
Otis7743@gmail.com. 

Community Outreach Office at P1:  
410-887-5165 

Non-Emergency Police phone number:   
 410-887-2222 

EMERGENCY - 911 
 

 
   

 Warmer weather means more walkers and bicyclists.  

                                    

                                      Stay alert. 

 

 
 

https://insurance.maryland.gov/Consumer/Pages/InsuranceFraudConsumer.aspx
https://insurancefraud.org/scam-alerts/
mailto:fraud_referrals.mia@maryland.gov
https://marylandinsurance.my.site.com/regulations/s/fraud-intake?language=en_US
mailto:Otis7743@gmail.com
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Were you there? Was this one the best yet? 

What an outstanding day for the community! We want to 

take the opportunity to thank all of the members of the 

Arbutus Arts Festival Committee – under the leadership 
of Sue Miller – Festival Chair. 

 

Director – Heidi Falter 

Secretary – Sandi Stansell 

Treasurer – Shanna Edwards 

Co-Treasurer – Eric Buono 

Crafter Allocations – Sandi Stansell 

Sponsorships – Sue Miller, Heidi Falter 

Concessions & Bands – Sue Miller 

Pizza Stand – Jean Rigg 

Hot Dog Stand/Lemon Sticks – Kim Waldt 
Beer Garden – Jeff Utzinger 

Children’s Corner – Shanna Edwards 

Publicity, Social Media & Website – Heidi Falter 

Set-Up/Clean-Up – Joey Ambrose, Jobie Waldt, and RT 

Vail 

 

 

 

WMAR Interviews Chair Sue Miller. 

 

The Arts Festival nerve center… 

 

Morning Set Up 
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The 2026 Maryland Small Business Development Center 

Women’s Conference will be held on June 16, 2026, at the 

Reginald F. Lewis Museum, Baltimore, Maryland. 

This year’s theme is “The Legal Blueprint: Safeguarding 

Women-Owned Businesses in Baltimore City & County.” 

This no-cost event will provide an engaging and informative 

day filled with valuable legal insight and practical business 

guidance from experienced attorneys and subject matter 

experts. Financial assistance for parking will also be available 

to support attendees. Click here to view the flyer. 

 

 

 

The conference will feature keynote speakers, expert-led panel 

discussions, and direct access to State, County, and City 

resources committed to supporting women-owned businesses. 

Offered at no cost, this conference creates an inclusive space 

for learning, networking, and building a strong legal foundation 

for success.This year’s theme is “The Legal Blueprint: 

Safeguarding Women-Owned Businesses in Baltimore City & 

County This no-cost event will provide an engaging and 

informative day filled with valuable legal insight and practical 

business guidance from experienced attorneys and subject 

matter experts. Financial assistance for parking will also be 

available to support attendees. Click here to view the flyer. 

 

 

 

The conference will feature keynote speakers, expert-led panel 

discussions, and direct access to State, County, and City 

resources committed to supporting women-owned businesses. 

Offered at no cost, this conference creates an inclusive space 

for learning, networking, and building a strong legal foundation 

for success. 

https://mdsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/18441
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Gear Up for Retriever Sports: Youth Summer Camps & Fall Previews With a 

spectacular spring sports season in the books—including deep championship 

runs for Men's and Women's Lacrosse—UMBC Athletics is officially shifting 

gears for the summer. This month, campus will come alive with various 

youth summer sports camps, welcoming local families to our world-class 

facilities. Looking ahead, season tickets and schedules for the highly 

anticipated Fall 2026 soccer and volleyball seasons will be dropping soon. 

 Follow the teams, register for summer camps, and get ticket information here. 

 

Explore Campus This Summer: Walking Trails & The 

Sculpture Park The quieter summer months are the perfect 

time for Arbutus neighbors to explore UMBC's beautiful, 

walkable green spaces. The campus features five designated 

walking and jogging routes—ranging from a flat 1-mile loop 

to a 5K course—that are free and open to the public. Visitors 

can also enjoy the peaceful Joseph Beuys Sculpture Park at 

the edge of campus, featuring quiet shaded paths, benches, 

and unique stone installations perfect for a sunny afternoon 

stroll.  

Find the campus walking trail maps and visitor parking information here. 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2026! UMBC extends a massive thank you to the local Arbutus and 

Halethorpe business communities for helping us celebrate the thousands of new graduates who crossed 

the stage at the Chesapeake Employers Insurance Arena last week. Our local restaurants and shops 

made commencement week incredibly special for our students and their visiting families. While the 

campus layout feels a bit quieter now as the summer term begins, our doors remain open to our 

neighbors. Learn more about university community initiatives here. 

 

 

 

 

https://umbcretrievers.com/
https://umbcretrievers.com/
https://recreation.umbc.edu/fitness-wellness/walking-and-jogging-trails/
https://recreation.umbc.edu/fitness-wellness/walking-and-jogging-trails/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://communityrelations.umbc.edu
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://communityrelations.umbc.edu
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Member of the Month 

Ron Ruff Roofing, Inc. 
Nancy Chavez 
5520 Southwestern Boulevard 

Halethorpe, MD 21227 

410-247-7663 

Email link: info@ruffroofing.com   

SAINT AGNES HEALTHCARE 
 

 
 

Get back to doing what you love sooner with 

the latest technology and minimally invasive 

treatment options. Learn more at 

http://ascn.io/6183hMtj1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@ruffroofing.com
http://ascn.io/6183hMtj1?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUmFlOFBBblF5MWFENTFxVXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5UGHtR9KRN1_ucfAdjFrpAJnuexb0ZwDmISBeeMWVC9tppZCmnaO2c9HTMpw_aem_YWdncwCpiR_NhYRl_5Mnb9b7OrxD&brid=YWdncwGg5myx-qE_KXelEp9xiNFf

